FINAL DECLARATION

of the Second Nevsky International Ecological Congress

 (Saint Petersburg, 15 May 2009)

The participants in the Nevsky International Ecological Congress “Energetics and Ecological Security in a Human Environment in a Global Economic Crisis” representing legislative and executive bodies of state power, local self-government bodies, non-governmental non-profit organizations, businesses, educational and scientific organizations from Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States, member states of the Council of Europe and international organizations state that:

an integral system capable of predicting potential environmental threats and expeditiously rectifying damage has not yet been formed;

the world community does not succeed in appropriately solving the escalating ecological problems;

the development of an economy based on utilization of exhaustible hydrocarbon resources should be followed by measures ensuring environmental safety in the energy sector;

the global financial and economic crisis increases the risks of environmental pollution;

the escalation of ecological problems requires adequate responses at the international, national and local levels and a brand new coordination of actions of all forces interested in improving the situation.

The participants in the Nevsky International Ecological Congress,

being guided by the spirit of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, international legal acts, legal acts of CIS Member Nations and member states of the Council of Europe in the sphere of ecology and environmental protection;

considering that life in a healthy environment should be regarded as an inalienable right of all citizens;

regarding nature as a condition that ensures human survival and development of mankind and considering it necessary to preserve the ba​lance of all ecosystems on the planet;

striving to prevent further environmental degradation;

regarding a package of measures to improve environmental safety as a fundamental element of a strategy of sustainable social and economic development of every country and the world as a whole;

recognizing the contribution of the Interparliamentary Assembly of CIS Member Nations and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe to the strengthening of cross-border cooperation in the sphere of nature management, environmental protection and harmonization of environmental legislation;

declaring its readiness to step up cooperation in all areas to ensure environmental safety,

have adopted this Final Declaration.

For the successful solution of ecological problems under new social and economic conditions, the participants in the Congress consider is appro​priate:

— to facilitate the approximation of environmental legislation of CIS Member Nations with the European environmental legislation;

— to encourage the development of international parliamentary and professional contacts for implementation of particular environmental projects;

— to consider the possibility of creating a joint international program of comprehensive fundamental and applied research in forecasting environmental threats and in methods to eliminate them;

— to prepare an additional protocol to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, re​cognizing the right to a healthy environment beneficial for life;

— to use mechanisms of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, Kyoto Protocol to that Convention and other multila​teral environmental conventions in a more productive way;

— to facilitate the development and implementation of energy-efficient solutions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, including the use of renewable energy sources, biofuel, recovery of associated gas, and ensuring that energy saving measures are employed in urban development;

— to regard reduction in the resource and energy intensity of production as one of the criteria of professional and high-quality management;

— to continue the development of interstate standards of efficient use of resources to guarantee the ecological safety of the consumption of energy resources, to implement the best available technologies and standards governing environmental quality and admissible impact on the environment;

— to continue consultations concerning unification of environmental requirements applicable to the production, transportation, processing and utilization of energy resources, as well as to business and other activities in protected trans-border areas;

— to develop international cooperation with a view to implementing joint measures to protect marine environment under existing bila​teral agreements and international conventions;

— to coordinate international efforts for the development of sustainable environmental management strategies intended to protect marine environment against any forms of unsustainable development and uncontrolled exploitation of its natural resources, prevent increased pollution risks;

— to use integrated water resources management at the level of water basin systems, watersheds and subsoil water in every country, and to meet economic, social and ecological requirements via international cooperation to the extent possible;

— to regard the right to water as one of the human rights and to implement this right through national legislation;

— to involve mass media in advocating environmental culture in a more active way.

For the successful solution of environmental problems in CIS states, the participants in the Congress consider it necessary:

— to call the parliaments and governments of CIS Member Nations to continue work on improving national legislation in the sphere of environmentally safe utilization of natural resources and on implementing effective norms of international law concerning environmental protection;

— to continue exchange of experience in solving environmental problems and in performing joint state environmental appraisals under international programs and projects carried out on the territories of Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States;

— to take measures for approximation of environmental standards of CIS countries with the most advanced environmental standards;

— to recommend the Interparliamentary Assembly of CIS Member Nations to continue the development of model laws, in particular, “On Assessment of Environmental Impact”, “On Strategic Environmental Assessment”, “On Zones of Ecological Disaster”, “On Environmental Audit”; to update the draft revised Convention on Ecological Safety of CIS Member Nations together with the CIS Executive Committee, taking into account proposals from Commonwealth countries; to speed up the preparation of regulatory documents (amendments) to the revised Convention on Ecological Safety of CIS Member Nations; to request the CIS Executive Committee to pay special attention to the procedure for obtaining concurrence on the draft revised Convention on Ecological Safety of CIS Member Nations;

— to initiate the development of consistent national environmental safety strategies by Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States;

— to continue the development of target programs for maintaining environmental safety of trans-border water bodies, to elaborate common watercourse management rules and a unified system of integrated environmental permits for industrial enterprises;

— to take measures for conservation and purification of water resources based on new technologies and materials, to establish modern water management systems based on the watershed principle;

— to activate cross-border cooperation in nature conservation;

— to prevent cross-border movement of technologies, goods and services which can cause damage to the environment or public health;

— to facilitate an increase in the share of production and consumption wastes that are subjected to processing;

— to create efficient economic, institutional and administrative barriers to over-exploitation of primary and biological resources by domestic and foreign business entities;

— to increase the liability for violating standards of admissible impact on the environment in accordance with the “polluter pays” principle;

— to develop economic and legal incentives for enterprises and organizations that invest in resource-saving, environmentally friendly, low-waste technologies and environmental measures;

— to actively engage scientific and business community in the development and implementation of new environmental technologies;

— to create necessary conditions for participation of civil society institutions in the implementation of environmental measures, ecolo​gical monitoring and environmental assessment;

— to elaborate a system of measures and regulatory legal acts in the sphere of environmental education and awareness, to develop the system of environmental training in educational institutions.

For the successful solution of environmental problems in the Russian Federation, the participants in the Congress consider it appropriate:

— to update the Environmental Doctrine of the Russian Federation, taking into account the norms of model legislation of CIS Member Nations and the National Security Strategy of the Russian Federation;

— to speed up the adoption of the Environmental Code of the Russian Federation;

— to carry out state environmental appraisal and ecological monitoring for all international programs and projects implemented within the territory, territorial waters and maritime economic zone of the Russian Federation, as well as all planned international treaties involving Russia; 

— to bring the system of technical regulations of the Russian Fe​deration into conformity with international environmental standards on a step by step basis;

— to ensure scientific development of the ecological component of the strategic forecast for social and economic development in the Russian Federation;

— to establish a unified state system of ecological monitoring;

— to elaborate revised versions of federal laws “On Production and Consumption Waste” and “On the Protection of Atmospheric Air”;

— to accelerate the adoption of the federal law on energy conservation and on increasing energy efficiency;

— to develop and adopt a federal law on renewable and alternative energy sources;

— to develop and adopt federal laws concerning regulation of relationships in the sphere of environmental protection using mechanisms of environmental audit, ecological certification, environmental insu​rance, payment for negative impact on the environment, indemnification of environmental damage;

— to make the legislation in the sphere of environmental protection, management of natural resources and related branches of law more integral and logically correlated;

— to take measures to simplify regulation of jointly implemented projects under the Kyoto Protocol;

— to tighten oversight in the sphere of enforcement of the environmental legislation on the part of the General Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation;

— to create and legislatively enact unified environmental standards applicable to energy sector construction and equipment;

— to develop a complex of measures for the construction, reconstruction and retrofitting of treatment facilities;

— to step up the work on harmonization of domestic standards re​gulating the content of hazardous chemical and biological substances in the environment with international standards;

— to activate the development of the system of state standards of the Russian Federation related to the extraction, transportation, processing and utilization of energy resources;

— to achieve a clear delineation of powers and responsibilities bet​ween federal and regional bodies of state power and bodies of local self-government in the sphere of control over the extraction, transportation, processing and direct utilization of energy resources and the state of environment;

— to include environmental condition indicators in the system for assessing the performance of executive authorities of constituent entities of the Russian Federation;

— to develop and approve concepts of environmental safety in constituent entities of the Russian Federation, as well as regional programs in the sphere of energy and environmental protection;

— to ensure the finalization and adoption of the governmental program “Clean Water” and targeted regional programs “Clean Water”;

— to proceed to practical measures to form a system for management of the water-economic complex of the Russian Federation, preserve and augment the water treasures of the country, supply the Russian population with good-quality drinking water, and create favorable investment climate in the water industry;

— to elaborate a long-term federal target program “The Development of the Water-Economic Complex of Russia to 2020”;

— to elaborate administrative procedures for performing the state function of establishing limits (quotas) on intake (withdrawal) of water resources from water bodies and discharge of wastewater, as well as quality standards for water systems;

— to develop industry water allocation standards that would stimulate a reduction in the over-consumption of water and retrofitting of water-intensive facilities;

— to improve the centralized staff training and retraining system in the sphere of ecology;

— to support the activities of non-governmental environmental organizations which contribute to environmental education of the population, carry out public ecological monitoring and appraisal and interact with bodies of state power on environmental legislation improvement and law enforcement issues.

The participants in the Congress state that environmental challenges do not recognize state borders and require long-term work with participation of civil society. The ensuring of ecological safety should be consistent with the national and international anti-crisis programs. The successful solution of this task requires political will of the states, efforts of government authorities, activity of civil society institutions, and active attitude of the citizens. 

The participants in the Congress call the bodies of state power of Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States, member states of the Council of Europe, politicians and public figures, representatives of the mass media, and all the citizens to accept, advocate and put to practice the main provisions of this Final Declaration. 

